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media, law enforcement, and community leaders for information about club 
drugs. By being able to utilize statistics from hospital emergency 
departments and by compiling statistics on drug-related deaths, the Drug 
Abuse Warning Network (DAWN) is able to alert parents, educators, and others 
involved in the education of young adults about the danger of these drugs. An 
increased interest in club drugs follows recent publications of the use and 
effects of these drugs. Six drugs known as club drugs are highlighted in this 
report. They are: (1) d-lysergic acid diethylamide (LSD); (2) Gamma-hydroxy 

butyrate (GHB) ; (3) Ketamine; (4) methamphetamine ; (5) 

methylenedioxymethamphetamine (Ecstasy); and (6) Rohypnol . According to DAWN, 
most emergency department episodes involving club drugs also involve other 
drugs. Club drugs are predominately used by adults under 25 years of age and 
whites make up 61% of all emergency department episodes. The report contains 
background information about the drugs, followed by trends in drug use for 
the years 1994-1998. Tables are used to describe trends in club drugs in 
multi-drug emergency department visits, and drug related deaths. Demographic 
characteristics of emergency department cases are described along with at 
look at the metropolitan areas where they occurred. (JDM) 
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Club Drugs 



In Brief 



According to DAWN, emergency department (ED) visits attributable to club 

drugs are relatively rare. ED visits for some, but not all, club drugs 

increased significantly from 1994 to 1999. 

• Among the club drugs discussed in this report, methamphetamine 
accounts for the largest share of DAWN ED mentions and is most 
frequent in metropolitan areas in the western U.S. 

• LSD is the next most common in ED mentions, followed by GHB, 
MDMA (Ecstasy), Rohypnol, and Ketamine. 

• ED episodes involving club drugs usually involve multiple substances, 
such as marijuana, cocaine, and other club drugs. Alcohol is a 
particularly common factor in these ED episodes. 

• ED episodes related to GHB, Ketamine, and MDMA increased 
significantly from 1994 to 1999, and GHB and MDMA mentions 
increased dramatically from 1997 to 1999. 

• An apparent increase in Rohypnol mentions was not statistically 
significant. That is, the variability in Rohypnol estimates from 1994 
to 1999 is likely due to random fluctuation. 

• Young people are disproportionately represented in ED visits involving 
club drugs. 



Deaths associated with club drugs other than methamphetamine are quite 
rare in DAWN data. 

• Cumulatively, 2,601 deaths associated with methamphetamine abuse, 

46 deaths associated with Ketamine, and 27 with MDMA were reported 
by participating medical examiners over the 5-year period from 1994 
to 1998. 

• There were no notable increases in deaths involving club drugs from 
1994 to 1998. 
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